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Ling begins by arguing that three seem- tem of time, drive a car in the suburbs, and
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car, and the cell phone—each represent what us, if we do not commit to these rules, we
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The book effectively documents the integration of these technologies into the fundamental structure of society, yet the author
could have further developed the theoretical
implications of this broader process. Ling
demonstrates that interpersonal communication no longer equals meeting at a speciﬁc
space and time; it is ﬂexibly instinctive. In turn,
one wonders whether it is the mobile phone
that has become embedded or the underlying
access to information in the present. His conclusion, however, is more a commentary on
the state of social capital than a full realization of the concept of taken for grantedness. In
general, Ling’s emphasis appears to be on how
we got here as opposed to where we are going.
At the same time, the book raises important questions about voids that exist, or will
exist, in our social ecology. What other social
mediation technologies could alter the basic
arrangement of communication and reach the
state of taken for granted?
With Taken for Grantedness, Ling shows
that the mobile phone is missing from our
stream of consciousness—that is, until it is
missing from our pockets. The book articulates how contemporary society depends on
the seamless synthesis of mobile communication, timekeeping, and transportation. Thus,
by demonstrating how ordinary mobile communication has become, Ling unveils how
integral it is to the collective human psyche.
Whereas many facets of new media are
dynamic, the core elements of mobile communication, such as expectations of accessibility, are immobile. In a sense, the book
represents a declaration of the permanence
of mobile communication, as forecast by the
author in 2004 (2). The mobile phone, once a
harbinger of the changing world, is now lost in
the ebb and ﬂow of the quotidian.
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